


Virtual Ensemble 

Musician Instructions 

What you will need: 
 ●  You’ll need 2 devices. Your phone, AND either a tablet or computer.  
 ●  A set of earbuds/headphones 
 ●  Music and Instruments 
 ●  Link to Guide track. 

Before Recording: 
 ●  Practice, Practice, Practice! Know the song (well) before recording. 
 ●  Be sure to practice along with the guide track a few times in addition to any   
    individual practice you may need. 

Filming Setup: 
 ●  Find a quiet place to record - a small room, or even a closet works well to help   
 avoid a lot of ambient noise.  Turn off any fans or anything else that makes noise. 

 ●  Choose the device with the best/newest camera.  This is often the rear-facing   
 camera on your cell phone. 

 ●  Make sure your phone is in landscape (horizontal), NOT portrait (vertical)   
 orientation!   

 ●  Film against a neutral background.  Light Color Solid walls or curtains work   
 best.   

 ●  Make sure your face is well lit.  
 ○  Tip: Grab a desk lamp and shine it in your direction, stand facing a   
 window, etc.  

  ○  Avoid filming with a window BEHIND you - this has a tendency to cause   
  lighting problems.  

  ○  Do a test to make sure you are no too bright or that the video looks   
  washed out. 
 ●  Next, prop your camera up on a stack of books, table, whatever works so that   
 the camera is facing you, in landscape/horizontal orientation at about face level   
 approximately 3-4 feet away from you. Also make sure that the microphone on your 
 phone is not blocked or covered so that the audio recorded is clear.   
  ○ Tip: Avoid having your phone too far below your eye line, as that    
  creates the rather unflattering double chin look or look like the camera   
  is shooting up your nose! Set it up so you’re looking either straight ahead   
  or even slightly upward into your phone’s camera.  

 ●  Minimize/hide the ear bud cord as much as possible. 

Performance Tips:  
 ●  Dress the part.  Dark Solid Tops, nothing with bright patterns or logos.  Make   
 sure you contrast well against the background of your recording.  

 ●  Do Not fear the red light of recording!  Sing/Play with good, confident tone   
 Follow dynamics just as you would in a live setting. 



Performance Tips (cont.): 
 ●  Be facially expressive for the camera. 

 ●  While you can glance at your music as needed, spend most of your time looking   
 up and out at the camera as if you were looking at your conductor.  Also make   
 sure to look at the actual camera lens and not yourself on the screen If possible. 

 ●  For the parts where you are NOT singing or playing, you’ll continue recording,   
 and just wait quietly for your next entrance (as you would in a performance!) 

 ●  Hold a pleasant pose at the end until the video track instructs you to stop   
 recording.  Do not turn your recording off early. 

 ●  Do not stop the recording until the guide track is completely finished 

Review Your Work: 
 ●  No matter how uncomfortable this may be, LISTEN and WATCH your video before 
 you submit. Pay attention to: 

○ mumbling words 

○ loud page turns 

○ clearing of throat during non-singing sections. 

○ Check your background 

○ check level of camera. 

○ Is your face being blocked by your music/folder? 

○ Do not speak on your recording. 

○ Are you breathing in the correct spots? 

○ Listen for audio bleed-over from your guide track. 

○ Listen for audio distortion in high or loud moments in the music. 

○ Listen for background noise like trains, dogs, cats, computer fan noise, 
etc. 

 ●  This does not necessarily need to be perfect, but you should take pride in your   
 performance and submission. 

 ●  Your director will review your video and will ask you to re-do it if there are   
 any problems. 

Upload your video!: 
 ●   Click on the file request link provided by your teacher or director.  

 ●   Click “Choose Files”.  Click on your video. 

 ●  In the Name field please label your video as “Voice Part_Last Name”. 

○ Example: Tenor_Smith (See Example Below) 

 ●   Also put in an email address 

 ●   Click Upload. 

 ●  Let your teacher know you have uploaded your video and await any revision   
 instructions from them.  Congrats on completing process


